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                          Excellencies: 

We are herewith respectfully submitting the Petition in Opposition to the 
Resolution of the Austrian Parliament Regarding the Prohibition of Croatian 
Commemorative Activities on Bleiburg Field in Austria (hereinafter "Petition"), 
signed by thousands of Croats and non-Croats, representing the five continents 
of the world. 

The common thoughts and concerns expressed in the "Comments" condemn, 
with shocked conscience, that in the 21st century one would for political and 
ideological reasons conceive, plan, and advocate such an unsavory legislative 
proposal in the Austrian Parliament. These alarming efforts to prohibit, now 
and in future, by a fiat of law, the Croatian people and others from visiting, 
praying, and paying their respects to the thousands of victims of the most 
horrific post-World War II crime against humanity, indeed genocide, must be 
condemned by all civilized nations. 

One of the fundamental shared values of our Judeo-Christian Western 
civilization is to bury our dead with respect and dignity.  Indeed, our Christian/
Catholic faith teaches us, as a corporal virtue, to bury our dead with dignity and 
respect, for each human being is created in the image of God Almighty.  Even in 
pagan times, the old Romans expressed succinctly their respect for the dead, in 
the motto:  "De mortuis nil nisi bonum" (About the dead, speak nothing but 
good.)   

We respectfully-pose this question to the honorable members of the  Austrian 
Parliament:  Have you gentlemen and ladies considered and asked yourselves what 
negative impact such an imprudent, insensible political initiative would have on 
friendly relations between Austria and the Republic of Croatia?  After all, Bleiburg 
Commemorations are carried out under the auspices of the Croatian Parliament.  
Would not such a provocative act necessitate a reciprocal response by the Croatian 
Government?  Perhaps, equally important:  What will be the reaction to such a 
legislative proposal from your own Burgen Land Croats (Gradiscanski Hrvati), and 
for that matter, any Austrian citizen?   



Centuries of common heritage and history cannot be dismissed lightly. 
The enormous contribution throughout the centuries made by Croatian men in 
the service of the Austro-Hungarian Empire cannot be ignored and forgotten.  
Let us remember just a few great ones: Ban Nikola Subic- Zrinski, Ban Toma 
Erdody, Ban Josip Jelacic, General Filipovic, Field Marshall Borojevic, and 
many, many more, known and unknown heroes who defended and died 
gallantly under the banner of the Empire.  Perhaps, this "benign neglect" of the 
well-deserved recognition and acknowledgment is the reflection of the general 
attitude and misperception by the Austrian "elite" up to the present time. 

  Bleiburg Field in Austria is the epicenter of international crimes against 
humanity, and the crime of genocide. Unfortunately, this unprecedented 
massacre of Croatian soldiers and civilians--women, children, and old men-- 
began on Austrian territory occupied by the Allied forces at the end of World 
War II.  The Allies, with various degrees of responsibility and direct 
involvement in this despicable "joint criminal enterprise," gave Tito's 
Partisans an exclusive, unlimited "License for Genocide".  Clearly, they are 
accomplices to this supreme, jus cogens international crime. The civilized 
world has a moral and legal obligation to seek and expose those individuals 
and states, and make them face the peremptory canons of justice before an 
international tribunal. 

Likewise, on the transnational level, EU Resolution 1481, "resolutely condemns 
the crimes committed by the totalitarian regimes".  EU Resolution 2819 supports 
the "remembrance of victims of all totalitarian regimes", affirming, at the same 
time, the   message of Resolution 1481.  Clearly, the Croatian commemorations in 
Bleiburg are held for the victims of a totalitarian regime.   

  

The comments made by the signatories of the Petition show the overflowing, 
deepest emotions felt by the relatives of the victims. They remind us of the 
gravity of the war crimes committed in peace.  Moreover, they remind us that 
Bleiburg must never be forgotten.  Bleiburg commemorations and sacred 
memories of the victims must be freely observed, not only in Bleiburg, but at 
all infamous discovered sites in Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Serbia, and Macedonia where the unprecedented massacre and carnage of 
humanity occurred in peace time.  These horrific crimes must be condemned 
by all civilized nations of the world. For the condemnation is universal without 
limitation in time and space.  CROATIAN LIVES MATTER TOO! 



Those who, blinded by their discredited ideologies and political expediency, want 
to permanently prohibit Croatians and others from coming to Bleiburg Field to pay 
their respects to the victims, demonstrates their condoning of and complicity in the 
horrific crimes committed.  Their despicable efforts to make the victims 
criminals, amounts to moral turpitude and obtuseness at best, and outright 
bigotry at worst.  Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the great exponent of communist evil, 
reminds us, in his seminal book, The Gulag Archipelago: "When we neither 
punish nor reproach evildoers, we are simply protecting their trivial old age, we 
are thereby ripping the foundations of justice from new generations." 

In view of the foregoing, we hope and pray that the Austrian Parliament will take 
our Petition seriously, that common sense will prevail, and the shameful 
Resolution will be tabled. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Edward Slavko Yambrusic  
Attorney at Law 
International Law Specialist 
Washington, D.C., USA 


